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The Canterbury Tales Overview 

 

Defining Terms ​ - Use your phone to look up the following words 

 

Tale -  

 

 

Prologue -  

 

 

Epilogue - 

 

 

Frame Story -  

 

 

Reading the Summary ​ - Read the summary for: The General Prologue, The Wife of Bath Prologue 

and Tale, The Pardoner’s Tale, Chaucer’s Retraction. These are labeled as 1-4 in the packet.  

 

What examples do you find of anticlericalism in the stories? Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

What examples do you find of estate satire? Explain your answer.  

 

 

 

Pick five more stories to read. From those five: 

 

Find two more examples of anticlericalism. (You may only use a tale once, no double dipping.) 

1.  

 

 

2.  

 

 

Find two more examples of estate satire (Same as above, no two examples from the same tale.) 

1.  

 

 



 

2.  

Write a paragraph comparing and contrasting any two tales of your choosing. Remember to make 

deep observations. Use two pieces of textual evidence.  

 

 

 


